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Accreditation and Designation Newsletter – nr.2 

Dear Colleagues, 
This is the second edition of the OECI Accreditation and Designation Newsletter. The aim 
of the newsletter is to inform health care institutions, management and professionals, and 
other stakeholders in cancer care, cancer research or accreditation, about the activities and 
progress of the OECI Accreditation and Designation programme. 
 
This edition of the OECI Accreditation and Designation Newsletter outlines information 
about the OECI Designation project, as well as the planning and the ongoing activities of 
the Accreditation Programme. 

1. Introduction of the Chairwomen of the OECI Accreditation & Designation Group 
 
Dear OECI Members, Dear All, 
 
As you will see in this newsletter, a lot has been achieved in the last months since the start 
of the OECI Accreditation programme and the establishment of a new management 
structure for the coordination and development of our Accreditation programme throughout 
Europe. 
 
We have the pleasure of working with a dynamic and very motivated team of young people 
who do their best in order to allow you to take part in a strong, high-quality, efficient and 
smooth process. 
 
As you are aware, Accreditation for Cancer Centres is a very unique initiative in Europe 
and we are proud that the OECI has been able to establish this programme so far. 

 
It is now up to OECI members and our cancer community 
to allow the success of this programme and bring the 
evidence that the cancer professionals are aware of the 
need for high-level, quality-assured, up-to-date and 
evidence-based provision of care in centres dedicated to 
cancer care. 
 
Centres already participating in the programme have 
progressed very positively throughout the process so far 
and new centres are expected in the coming months. 

 
We are confident that more and more cancer centres will join us very soon and we’ll be 
very pleased to welcome you on board. 
 
With our best wishes for a high-quality 2010 New Year, 
 
Dr Mahasti Saghatchian, on behalf of the OECI Accreditation and Designation Group   
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2. OECI Designation project 
The mission of the OECI is to serve as a linking organisation, coordinating interdisciplinary 
cancer treatment and improving the quality of cancer care. The OECI launched the 
Accreditation Programme in 2002 to fulfil one of its goals: to provide cancer patients 
within Europe an equal access to high quality of cancer care. 
 
The OECI Accreditation programme offers a system with a set of quality standards and an 
assessment process to cancer centres within Europe. The system helps to assess the 
organizational and professional performances regarding to cancer care. The outcome of the 
assessment provides centres a transparent input for continuous quality improvement and 
therefore a higher quality of care for patients.  
 
As indicated on various occasions the OECI plans to extend its accreditation programme 
with a designation scheme. In the designation programme criteria are defined to divide 
different types of Cancer Centres and other clinical organisations involved in cancer 
treatments. Four different types of Cancer centres organisation will be distinguished: 
Cancer unit, Clinical Cancer Centre, Cancer Research Centre or Comprehensive Cancer 
Centre. The type of cancer organisation indicates the comprehensiveness of the services 
and the degree of specialisation; it is not a measurement on quality of the cancer centre like 
in the accreditation programme. 

3. Designation project planning 
During the OECI General Assembly 2009 in Manchester the OECI designation project was 
presented. The objective is to schedule a final proposal for approval at the OECI General 
Assembly in Budapest June 17th 2010. Designation will then be combined with 
Accreditation and can start from middle of 2010 onwards.  
 
An important first step in defining the designation criteria is a survey among all OECI 
members to test a quantitative questionnaire. Based on this survey, the criteria and 
definitions will be refined. Last August we asked all the OECI members to participate in 
this survey. At present more than 37 institutes have participated in the administrative pilot!  
 
In the coming month the data will be analysed and a first set-up of the designation scheme 
will be developed. In January 2010 all participants will receive an invitation for the 
presentation of the result of this survey (scheduled in February 2010). 
 
Dear All,  
Since April 10th 2009 I am working as OECI Designation 
Coordinator. My responsibility is to setup a classification 
system (designation system). The main goal is to assess 
different types of cancer organisations. Vice President Prof. 
Dr. Wim H. van Harten supports me with information and 
advice in all phases of the project, before joining the OECI I 
studied Biomedical Engineering at the University of Twente. 
My interest in cancer care and research and the culture 
aspects are the main reasons for start working for the OECI.  
I live in Amsterdam and work at Netherlands Cancer 
institute (Amsterdam, The Netherlands).  
 
Ingeborg van Gessel, MSc  
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4. Update of Accreditation Programme 
New applications 
In September and October the OECI Accreditation and Designation Group received two 
new applications for the programme, from the cancer centre in Lisbon (Portugal), and the 
University Hospital in Vilnius (Lithuania). Currently there are twelve centres applied in the 
programme (http://oeci.selfassessment.nu/cms/node/12). 
 
Standards on the website 
Since early December an overview of the OECI quality standards are available on the 
website (http://oeci.selfassessment.nu/cms/node/53). 
 
Started with self assessment 
Three new centres have started their self assessment period. The centres are:  
-  University Hospital in Brussels, Belgium,  
-  Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 
-  The Christies NHS Foundation Trust in Manchester, UK. 
These centres have planned to finish the self assessment within six months. 
 
Finalized the self assessment 
The first 3 centres (Instituto Portugues de Oncologia do Porto, Instituto Portugues de 
Oncologia de Coimbra, Fundacion Instituto Valenciano de Oncologia) have finished their 
OECI Accreditation Programme self assessment. They have answered the questions about 
the OECI quality standards in the qualitative questionnaire, and they completed the 
quantitative questionnaire. Both in the OECI electronic tool (eTool). The outcomes of the 
OECI Accreditation Board will be communicated with the centres and the audit teams. 

5. Auditors training 
From 2 to 3 November 2009 the 3rd OECI auditors training took place in Brussels provided 
by Kerteza. Fifteen new auditors were trained from six different countries. The trainees 
have different backgrounds and positions in cancer centres, like: medical director, head 
nurse of oncology outpatient clinic, medical physicist, researcher, pathologist, quality 
managers, staff member, manager diagnostic department, head of nursing department or 
performance manager.  
The training contained theoretical information about preparing and performing audits, and 
exercises and role plays. All auditors received a Kerteza certificate of attendance.  
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6. Auditors information 
Audit teams are composed during the self assessment period of the centre. After the centre 
has finished the self assessment and the OECI Accreditation Board has approved the centre 
for peer review, the auditors are informed about how to prepare the peer review. An auditor 
will receive a personal password for the OECI eTool to access the self assessment results 
and proof documents of the specific centre. Also the peer review report will be written 
within the eTool.  

7. How to apply to the Accreditation Programme? 
When your centre is interested in the OECI Accreditation Programme please contact the 
OECI Accreditation Coordinator Femke Boomsma at any time. She can provide the 
(cancer) centres with further information about application in the Programme.  

Contact information 
For information, suggestions or any other questions about the Designation or Accreditation 
project please contact: 
 
Designation Accreditation 
Ingeborg van Gessel 
E-mail: i.v.gessel@nki.nl 
Telephone: +31 20 512 6972 

Femke Boomsma 
E-mail: f.boomsma@ikno.nl 
Telephone: +31 88 2345502 

 
Or go to the website http://oeci.selfassessment.nu or www.oeci.org  

8. Next newsletter 
The next newsletter will contain the following subjects:  
-  Experiences of a (cancer) centre currently in the programme 
-  Preview of the OECI General Assembly  
-  Update of the designation project 
-  Update of the accreditation programme 
And more…. 


