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Address to OECI  Mem bers by the  President ,  Doctor  Marco A.

Pierot t i ( Fondazione  I RCCS ñI st ituto  Nazionale dei Tum oriò,

Milano)

I t  is a pr ivilege to  have been  appo inte d

President  of  th e Organisati on  of  European

Cancer  I nsti tu te s,  th e OECI ,  following in th e

ste ps  of  Prof.  Ulr ik  Ringbo rg  and oth er

outsta nding  pr edecessors.  
Before accepti ng th e Presidency,  I  considered at

length  what  m igh t  be  th e r igh t  way  to  appr oach
a pr esti gious role th at  cannot  be  a m eans to

susta in  nati onal  or  even local inte rests.  My

m andate  will follow  th ree m ain gu idelines:  th e

pu rsuit  of  knowledge ,  th e redu cti on of

fragm enta ti on,  and th e increase of

competi ti veness,  as th ey  are all  instr um enta l in
achieving one goal ï to  find new and bette r
tr eatm ents,  pr ovide  m ore compr ehensive care

and impr ove th e pati entsô qu ality  of  life
suppo rte d by  evidence - based medicine with  a

holisti c appr oach. 

My  recent  experience at  th e lead of  th e

European Associati on for  Cancer  Research  made
m e realize th at  an organizati on lik e OECI  has a

far  gr eate r  possibi lity  to  carry out  pr odu cti ve

acti ons,  as it  can contr ibu te  to  th e bu ilding of
th e European Research  Area in th e field of

cancer  th us redu cing fragm enta ti on and

im pr oving European com peti ti veness.  To th is
aim , it  is m andato ry  to  pu t  into  acti on  a

pr ogr am th at  could  be  of  inte rest  to  th e EU and

nati onal  funding bodies.  

Read  m ore...  

The OECI  Mission Statem ent  

The Organizat ion  of  European  Cancer I nst itutes ( OECI )

A European  Econom ic I nterest  Grouping  

The OECI  m ission  is to  br ing  to geth er  th e cancer  research  and care insti tu ti ons of
th e EU in order  to  create  a cr iti cal  mass of  experti se and com pete nce with  th e vi ew

of  bu ilding and mainta ining a consensus on th e best  models of  oncology ,

developing  concrete  affordable and realisti c soluti ons to  effecti vely com bat  cancer,

and foste ring th e widest  deploym ent  of  oncology  models and soluti ons to  im pr ove

th e qu ality  of  life for  th e pa ti ents  in th e EU.  

Read  m ore...

The posit ion of the  organizat ion  of European  Cancer

I nst itu tes  

Open Let ter  to the  European  Com m ission  and  to the  Ministers of  Health

and  Research  in  the  Mem ber  States 

The posit ion  of  the  organizat ion of  European  Cancer  I nst itutes

Each  year  in th e EU,  2 m illion  people die of  cancer  and 3 m illion  new cancer  cases

are diagn osed.  Cancer  is an  increasing health  th reat  and combati ng it  places

enorm ous economic and social  bu rdens on th e nati onal  health  syste m s and health

insti tu ti ons.  Concerte d po liti cal acti on  is requ ired now, to  contr ol th e gr owing

incidence of  th e disease.  

I n addi ti on  to  encouraging pr im ary pr eventi on,  we need affordable effecti ve

tr eatm ents  for  all  citi zens.  This goal will not  be  achieved  unless th ere are
concerte d efforts  at  th e EU- level to  impr ove th e effecti veness of  oncology  in all  of

th e var ious health - care syste ms.  The pr oblem  of  fragm enta ti on in care and

research  can only  be  solved with  th e developm ent  of  m ulti discipl inary  care and
research,  th e inte gr ati on  of  care,  research,  and edu cati on,  and th e collaborati on

necessary  to  reach a cr iti cal  m ass.  The focus is harmonized compr ehensive cancer

OECI  is is partn er  of  th e TRAI N
Project

For  fur th er  inform ati on click
here
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Upcom ing Events

Scient ific Conference

OECI  2 0 1 1

Organising

Personalized

Medicine  in  Oncology

Am sterdam

Am ste rdam ,  June 17th
2011  
Conference  W eb Site

OECI  General

Assem bly

Am ste rdam ,  June 18th
2011  

m orning session:
restr icte d to  OECI
Members and
Associate  Mem bers
afte rnoon session:
open session 

FEBS Advanced

Lect ure  Course

"TRAN SLATI ONAL

CANCER RESEARCH"

Hotel Porto Bay

Falesia,  Algarve

Septe mber  27  to
Octo ber  4, 2011
Announcem ent  

Advanced  Breast

Cancer

First  Consensus

Conference

Lisbo n,  Novem ber  3rd
ï 5th  2011
Announcem ent  
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Accreditation-Designation WG
Dr. Mahasti Saghatchian

OECI General Assembly
Amsterdam, 18 June 2011



Our Objectives
·Less deaths from cancer and better survivorship

·Needs:

·Better healthcare

·Faster research impact

·Providing evidence

·Accreditation-Designation as a tool

·To assess and improve

·To provide evidence



The Pillars 

ÅA qualitative and quantitative 
report  of each cancer centre

ÅAn improvement plan

ÅA database of information on 
activities and resources in each 
cancer centre

Accreditation 
and Designation 

Programme 

2008-2012

ÅThe future European 
translational research platform 
for cancer  

ÅAn opportunity to organise the 
European Comprehensive 
Cancer Centres network

Eurocan

Platform



The OECI 

Accreditation and Designation

Development



OECI Accreditation and 

Designation

2011
VBoard - Management Unit-

Accreditation Committee

VQualitative and Quantitative 

Questionnaires - Designation

criteria

VElectronic Platform (e-tool) and 

website - Newsletter

VOECI Auditors

VFor each Cancer centre in the 

Programme

Quanti. and Quali. Data 

Report 

Improvement plan



OECI Accreditation and Designation

2008-2011

Management Unit

H.Hummel

F. Boomsma

C. Tableau

Board

M Saghathian

W. v Harten

D. de Valeriola

R. Otter

Auditors
Group

Accreditation
Committee

C. Harrison



Centres in the Programme

2008 - 2011

Accreditation-Certification complete

- IPO Porto

- IPO Coimbra

- IVO Valencia

- The Christie Manchester

- NKI-AVL Amsterdam

Peer-Review planned

Institut Jules Bordet, Brussels

Univ. Hospital Helsinki

IO Vilnius

Kingôs HP ïICC London

Applications pending

- IGR, Villejuif

- UZ- Brussels

Interest expressed by:

The Royal Marsden, London UK

IO Madrid Spain

Cancer Research Cambridge, 
UK 

IO Cluj-Napoca, Romania



OECI A&D

Auditors
ΟBecome an enthusiastic auditor 

for the OECI Accreditation-Designation ProgrammeΟ

ΟDuring a two 

day training aspirant auditors will learn how to perform an peer 

review (audit) and how to use relevant tools for auditing. 

The training is focused on interview techniques and techniques 



OECI Accreditation and Designation

2011-2014

Management Unit

H.Hummel

F. Boomsma

C. Tableau

Board

M Saghathian

Jose Pontes

D. de Valeriola

R. Otter

Auditors
Group

WP 12 EurocanPlatform

Abinaya Rajan

Frederique Thonon

Accreditation
Committee

C. Harrison

Richard Sullivan

Eoin McGrath

?



OECI Accreditation and Designation

2011-2014 Developments

Revision of standards 
for 2012-2016

Marketing and 
Development of the 

A&D Programme

WP 12 
EurocanPlatform

CCCs of Excellence



Development Plan (F. Boomsma)

28/06/201111

FOCUS objectives Strategy Actions

50% of all OECI members are involved in 
accreditation/designation programme

Each four years the participants apply for a 
new round of  accreditation/designation

Organise combined accreditation 
programmes with (obliged) national quality 
assessment programmes and other EU 
programmes

Benchmarking with regard to the OECI 

quality and quantitative databank can be 

provided

Twinning projects/ exchange programmes: 

best practices

Knowledge of quality assessment ï

monitoring and improvement



Dissemination

How to proceed...

28/06/201112

What to do to 
attract new 

participants? (and 
when)

How to reach 
them?

What do they 
expect?

What do they 
need to know 

to attend?

What to do to 
cooperate with 

and have 
commitment of:

Stakeholders
Health 

authorities

(potential) 
competitors: 

other 
programmes

What to do to 
develop new 

products/services
Benchmarking Twinning

Quality 
Management 
knowledge



Revision of the standards

(H.Hummel)

28/06/201113

Current situation:

ÅQuality standards

Å6 chapters

Å5 domains

Å264 subquestions

ÅQuantitive
standards

Å5 chapters

Å663 items

ÅStrong E-tool

Revision starting with:

ÅDiscussion about
current model,

ÅStakeholder 
analysis

ÅCommunication

ÅInterviewing
participating centres

ÅUsing own
database with all
remarks of 
participating centres

ÅIntegrating both
questionnaires?

ÅIntegrating
indicators

ÅConsidering
National factors



Revision of the standards: 

Organization

Oeci

Accreditation

Designation

Board

Project group

ÅRepresentatives of OECI Cancer 
Centres, 

ÅRepresentatives of 
multidisciplinairy teams from
different countries

ÅRepresentatives of University 
hospitals and specialities

ÅRepresentatives of European 
organizations like IARC, ECCO 
(ESMO, ESTRO, EONS), 
Europadonna, EUSOMA, etc.

28/06/201114



WP12 
Quality assessment accreditation and 

metrics
Mahasti Saghatchian, Richard Sullivan, Wim Van Harten

Abinaya Rajan & Frederique Thonon
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WP 12 Objectives 
· PART 1. 

Quality assessment of 

comprehensive cancer 
centers 

and research centers

in Eurocanplatform



Part 1. Accreditation- Designation within 

Eurocanplatform

·A system to identify and establish CCCs and

cancer research centers of outstanding

performance, that qualify to enter in translational

research platforms

·Basis for a definite system to determine CCCs of

Excellence in order to select partners for

translational cooperation platforms in the future



Deliverables Part 1
·A draft designation set to identify excellent performing 

platform participants; this will contain a list of 
performance based criteria, a data retrieval model, and 
will be partly site visit based, and have a formal 
procedure (month 1)

·A quality assessment report on all participating platform 
members (month 36)

·An evaluation of the designation system itself as 
applied in the platform (month 48)

·A proposal for assessing and designating CCCs of 
Excellence for future platform initiatives, based on the 
experiences in this project (month 60)



WP 12

EurocanPlatform
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WP 12 Objectives 
· Part 2.

Monitoring the translational 
research programs 
performance 

in terms of production of 
activity 

and Innovation

ÅPublications

ÅPatents

ÅInnovative 

technologies 

é..

?



Part 2: Scientometrics of translational 

programs developed within the platform

Background

· Investments in the platform activities 

· the need to optimally spend these for the benefit of this 

medical field and society, 

·Question : how to monitor the output of the translational 

programs that are supported by the project ?



Key question 

What is 

the likely impact and influence 

of the research 

on care ?



Proposed methodology
Thorough survey of the 

Infrastructures 

Activity

Production 

from the various cancer partners 

involved in the translational research programmes 
developed on the platform 


